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and technology. A village economy based on diverse indigenous
genetic types is not necessarily inferior to intensive production using
highly uniform genetic types when market channels are poorly de-
veloped and availability of the necessary inputs is limited. However/
increased production must be achieved in conjunction with adequate
marketing and distribution systems to ensure access to animal prod-
ucts by all consumers.

Management technologies and exotic livestock have been imported
into many developing areas in response to demands for higher pro-
duction levels. Entire production systems for chickens, including

EXTENSIVE AND INTENSIVE PRODUCTION SYSTEMS

Livestock are generally produced and managed in two distinct ways:
extensive production, practiced for many thousands of years, and in-
tensive production, in use for only the past few decades. Each system
has its place in world agricultural production and must be evaluated in
terms of its appropriateness for a given region's social, financial, and
natural resources.

Extensive systems are employed on small farms in subsistence pro-
duction and on large farms that produce considerable quantities of
animal products for market. Small extensive systems are primarily
found in developing countries, while large extensive farms operating
under range conditions may be present in both developed and devel-
oping countries. Herd or flock size in small extensive systems is usual-
ly significantly smaller than that of intensive or large extensive sys-
tems, which can accommodate thousands of animals in a year. Intensive
operations are found predominately in developed countries on special-
ized, one- or two-product farms.

Extensive and intensive production systems differ in many other
respects as well. Typically, in small extensive production systems, ani-
mals obtain forage and water on open pasture and are adapted to sur-
vive on available nutrients and trace elements. Livestock in large ex-
tensive operations may receive supplemental feeds, such as hay, in
addition to range forage. Animals in intensive production systems are
given water, fortified mixtures of feeds to enhance desired production
characteristics, like increased carcass weight, and supplemental injec-
tions of vitamins and trace elements as needed.

Housing is also addressed in varying ways. Animals in extensive
operations are more exposed to the elements. Housing in small exten-
sive systems, if provided, is of natural materials, such as straw bedding
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